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The illusion of “land reform”

—Farewell to Communism—

Shinnosuke TAMA
Professor of Teikyo University

This paper will demonstrate, based on facts, that the evaluation of land reform as “the most
successful reform” is a fabricated illusion, and that in reality it was a reform that forced great
sacrifices on over a million former landowners, who could only be described as ordinary people.
First, I will begin by looking at the number of landowners who were bought out, and then I will
unravel the mystery of the legislative process. Next, I will discuss how the transfer of farmland in
rural areas gave anger to former landowners. I will discuss how a lawsuit filed by landowners in
Yamagata Prefecture against the constitution of the land reform frightened GHQ, leading to the
second “Memorandum.” It also makes clear that the Farmland Law was an absurd act, stimulate the
rise of the landlord movement against it, and reveals the political nature of the Supreme Court’s
decision of December 1953. Finally, I will point out the relationship between land reform and

communism and state the need to farewell communism.

Key words: land reform, landlord movement, land reform unconstitutionality lawsuit,

farmland law, communism
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