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Some Characteristics of the Economic Countermeasures
against the Pandemic Caused by COVID-19

Kazutoshi KASE

Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo, and Former Professor of Teikyo University

In 2020 and 2021, the world was hit by an infectious disease caused by the new type corona
virus. As a result businesses were disturbed considerably. The economic damage caused by the
disease was so serious and sales decreased significantly especially in the tourism, restaurants
and service industries. In particular, many non-regular workers, self-employed and freelancers
lost their jobs and suffered from the misfortune. The government had to pay much more benefits
than ever. But this did not mean that the measures taken by the government were efficient nor
satisfactory for the needy. Because the greater part of the benefits were distributed equally to all
people including non-victims so that the amount of the benefits for victims was little. And large
part of the budget were invested in the public construction works, which won’t enlarge the labor

market.

Key words: Corona-Virus, non-regular workers, supplementary budget,

benefits for all inhabitants, public construction works, welfare administration,



