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Free Will and Sociological Subject of Action

KANNO Hiroshi

Abstract

Many sociological analyses are based on subject with free will and their intentional action. In this
paper, the author will discuss the relationship between free will and sociological subject of action as
follows:

1. After taking up brain science theory which denies the concept of free will, I point out the reason
why that discussion is not approved.

2. Admitting free will is an important concept in sociology, I explain why sociological action theory
which takes free will as a main cause of an action is insufficient logically.

3. After examining the system theory of Luhmann which does not give the causal explanation using
free will, I indicate the concept of sociological subject of action is also incorporated in his theory, so that
it is impossible for his theory to ask more the problem of freedom.

Keywords: free will, sociological action, causality, freedom
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