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Oshi-katsu as Depicted by Media:
From analysis of media coverage
and representation

TAJIMA Yuki

This study clarifies how “images of otaku” have changed by “oshi-katsu” (rooting
for one’s oshi, or favorite member) depicted by media in recent years, and what
kind of social significance has been given to “oshi-katsu” by focusing on “female
otakus” and analyzing the media reports in newspaper articles mainly and the
representation of video contents.

The analysis revealed that based on the context of “oshi-katsu,” the activities/
actions of “female ofakus” are contextualized not only as a pursuit of personal
relationships among the concerned parties, but also to function as “social contri-
bution.” It was also found that the existence of “female ofakus” that have been
excluded even among “ofakus” as others could be manifested and the image that
had become stereotypical could be diversified.

Key words: oshi-katsu, otaku, female otaku, media representation
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