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The Representation of Difference
in the Image of the “Idol”
A Case Study of PRODUCE 48,

a Joint Japanese-South Korean Audition Program

TAJIMA Yuki

Abstract

The article examines the processes through which difference is constructed in the
image of the “idol” in Japan and South Korea by way of media representation. While
doing so, the article analyzes PRODUCE 48, a South Korean audition program, to
explore the possibilities of K-POP as a form of transnational culture. The analysis
shows that among “idols” in South Korea, emphasis is placed on performance
capability such as singing and dancing; Japanese “idols,” in contrast, put greater
emphasis on how much their fans like their character. In other words, an essentialist
rhetoric that explains the difference in the “idol” cultures in Japan and South Korea
is observed. The cultural proximity and unequal relationships between Japan and
other Asian countries, which have been pointed out by previous studies, do not
appear here; however, the fact that it is not fully liberated from American cultural
hegemony does emerge.
Keywords: K-POP, Idols, Audition Program, Representation, Transnational

Culture
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