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Gatherings in Public Places in the Age of Mobility

TADOKORO Yoshiki

Abstract
The study investigates why people gather in public places in the age of
mobility. For the purpose we particularly investigate what meanings people
give to the public places. Questionnaire surveys were conducted. The
participants were community cafés customers ( n = 273 ) in Yokohama City.
The results indicate the following. (1) Five factors lead customers’ meanings of
the community cafés: “co-working place” factor, “open community” factor,
“contact space with outside worlds” factor, “third place” factor, and “public
space” factor. (2) Spatial mobility has significant effects on “contact space with
outside worlds” factor. These results suggest that people gather in public
places for the contacts with outside worlds which they seldom meet in
everyday lives and that they need the opportunity in the age of mobility.
Keywords: gathering, public place, mobility
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