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Weber’s Comparative-Historical Sociology
from the Perspective of “Examinations”

OKAWA Kiyotake

Abstract

This article examines Max Weber’s comparative-historical sociology from
the perspective of “examinations.” Weber’s sociology has often been
described as a modernization theory that discusses the transition from pre-
modern societies to modern ones. Weber, however, rarely used the term
modernization; rather, he performed his analysis using multidimensional
points of view, piecing together various dichotomies. Accordingly, Weber’s
comparative-historical sociology discusses the dichotomy of “specialized/
liberal arts examinations” regarding civil service examinations in Germany
and China (up to 1905). Also, I refer to the positioning of German society

where he lived and the examinations he took in Germany.

Keywords: examination, Max Weber, comparative-historical sociology

_53_






