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Abstract

The scene of Act IV shifts from the house of Francesco Cenci in Rome to his Castle of Petrella. Scene i
begins with the soliloquy of Francesco in a chamber of the castle, followed by a conversation between him and
his wife, Lucretia. He intends to imprison his wife and daughter, Beatrice, to this secluded and sturdy castle, and
to seek personal gratification from his physical and psychological abuse, in particular, of his daughter. The
scene displays at every turn his fiendish and sadistic character, which is strongly reminiscent of Marquis de
Sade. Francesco does not know anything about the ongoing conspiracy against him led by Orsino, nor about
two assassins, Olimpio and Marzio, coming to the castle to murder him on that night. While talking with

Lucretia, Francesco is oppressed by a sudden invincible drowsiness. Scene ii reveals that his drowsiness is
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caused by Lucretia mixing opium with his drink.

On the same night, while Francesco is sleeping, the two assassins sneak into his chamber. Marzio hardly
places a knife on his throat when Francesco, supposedly having a nightmarish dream, speaks out some
blasphemous words in sleeping. It thoroughly intimidates the assassins and makes them withdraw timorously to
the room where Beatrice and Lucretia are waiting. Beatrice with anger bitterly reviles them, who returned
without committing the deed, as cowards and traitors. Pulling themselves together, Olimpio and Marzio enter
Francesco’s chamber again, manage to kill him, and throw the dead body in the garden under the balcony,
hoping that it looks like him accidentally falling from there. However, against their expectation, this maneuver
breeds a doubt about the death in the mind of Savella, the Pope’s legate, who has visited the castle to see
Francesco with urgent business. Savella discovers that the dead body hung upon a tree bears a sign of violence,
and persuades himself that Francesco did not die in an accident but was murdered by a conspiracy. In the
meanwhile, Marzio on the run is arrested as a crime suspect. In addition, a letter from Orsino to Beatrice that
provides crucial evidence for murder is discovered with him. Consequently, Savella orders to arrest all the
people in the place and takes them away to Rome.

Act V scene i opens with a dialogue between Orsino and Giacomo. The letter found with Marzio already
disclosed that these two were involved in the murder of Francesco, and it is only a matter of time before they
get arrested. Giacomo feels a twinge of conscience about having been complicit in the assassination of his father.
He condemns Orsino harshly as if to say that Orsino has placed him in this predicament. Although Giacomo
assumes to be willing to kill him with a sword, Orsino wards off his rebuke and deceives him with fair words.
Following Orsino’s direction, Giacomo attempts to escape from the danger of being arrested, which turns out to
be Orsino’s trap. Accordingly, Giacomo gets arrested by awaiting guards, whereas Orsino in disguise makes his
escape.

Scene ii takes place in the court of justice. Marzio who already received a torture meets Beatrice before the
bench and bar, and both of them conduct their own defense against the interrogation of the judge. Marzio denies
the charges of murder at first, but the moment that the judge who wants to obtain a confession from him
suggests additional torture, he loses his nerve and gives the names of Orsino, Giacomo, Beatrice and Lucretia.
Marzio confesses having killed Francesco under the instruction of these people, not with his own will. Beatrice,
on the other hand, claims that she is accused falsely of the murder. She discloses that she is the victim of his
father’s long-standing inhuman abuse, the fact of which has destroyed her youth and brought unspeakable
misery to her. Giving color to her statement, she also says that God, looking at her father’s evil acts, sent Marzio
to put an end to his life, and that the death of her father is the result of divine justice. With this statement,
Beatrice intends to arouse sympathy in and pander to the bench and bar, while urging Marzio to change his
statement by flattering his ego. Her plan works well, and Marzio undertakes all the responsibility on him for the
murder of Francesco. He retracting his earlier statement claims that all the others are innocent of the crime.
Although he suffers additional torture, Marzio maintains the innocence of the others until he dies after much
agony.

Scenes iii and iv have their setting in jail. The urgent and breathtaking exchange among the characters

continues. Each of them feels death approaching, and the play builds to a climax. Having listened to the
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statement of Beatrice, Cardinal Camillo, one of her defense counsels, has strong sympathy with her, and goes to
the Pope to petition for mercy on her. Meanwhile, Lucretia, Giacomo and Beatrice receive a torture, and as a
result, Lucretia and Giacomo make a confession. Although Beatrice bitterly reproves the weakness of their mind,
they try to persuade her to stop fighting a losing battle and to free herself from the burden through making a
confession. Despite their persuasion, Beatrice does not change her resolution. When the Pope dismissed
Bernardo’s desperate allegation, as well as Camillo’s, Beatrice resigns all hopes and informs the judge that,
whatever the judgment is, she will follow it. Nevertheless, she never makes a confession to the last, and the play

ends with Beatrice going to the execution site solemnly.

Key words: Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Cenci, Count Cenci, Beatrice, Lucretia, Giacomo, Bernardo, Cardinal

Camillo, Orsino, Marzio , the Legate Savella, the Pope, Judges
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FIRRICHT= > Tix. /— bW Shelley’s Poetry and Prose, a Norton Critical Edition, 2nd edn, ed. D.H.
Reiman and Neil Fraistat (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2002) #{#H L7z, F-aRiEEHT HI12H
72 o TR OERI KT, v 7<= kR Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Poems of Shelley, ed. Kelvin Everest
and Geoffrey Matthews, vol.2 (London: Longman, 2000), &% 7 Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Cenci, A Tragedy, in
Five Acts, ed. Cajsa C. Baldini (Kansas City: Valancourt Books, 2008) #&&(Z L7z, S LIZHGERD [F=
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YFR) S=v By va s v U NEREER, —BERE. BRi304) 23R, AHo
FEZIZOWTE, BHLE $HEOFEHO FES ZROTE, X TURILNTHR— L7,

Gl

1. X7 M) —=F=DZ &,

2. By 7w UROERIL, TRV EENICSH o7 b Ly TR, B —~ IEEOFEEIN T H o T ATHEMEIC
EALTVD,

3. B oWE S 8485 (TR B,

4. m—~<FHf (Roman Campagna) |, B —~<DFIENIIAN KO Z LT, HR T T4 v AEDOH ST
HiJ7, 18, 19 HACEHIIZZ T R - YT —DAFTE LTE L OEERFI, 3 —n v /3T bl
BED—>2kleote, —F, TOMHBMIZIENLEHR T 4 —RBFIE, THERHEL, ~7 V7 R%4E
THWEME L THLILTU,

5. JR3CIE “palterer” T 5, palterer: one who palters; an equivocator; a shuffler; one who plays fast and loose; a
haggler, a huckster; a trifler (with serious matters). (OED)

6. JF3CIE “she shall die unshrived and unforgiven” Td& %, unshrived: variant of unshriven. (OED) / unforgiven:
not forgiven (OED, ppl.a. 2)

7. JRX D “specious” 1L, 7O TIL LW W) EHRTHEDIL TV, = U —ORpRICIT TRT
LD R TADHZIKLS ] &S IFEED TR T o472, specious: having a fair or attractive appearance or
character, calculated to make a favourable impression on the mind, but in reality devoid of the qualities apparently
possessed. (OED, a. 2)

8. VL UL, A X U THEREEICH LT 4 LT HHREORIRHE, ~ T U 7 e E O
LR LIERAE L, @EICEREOH 1R L LT LA TV, 16 RKRIZHT TAT 4 FHDO T = /b
TAT Y NI WRTHRET R0,

9. JR3IE “wreak” THh %, wreak: to give vent or expression to, to exercise or gratify (wrath, anger, etc.); to vent.
(OED, v.11. 3. a)

10. JF30iE “a deadly crime” T& %, deadly: of sin: entailing spiritual death; mortal (opposed to venial); esp.

applied to the seven chief or ‘cardinal’ sins. (OED, a. 5. a)

1. Zofmo, TR &R 25 TS L2 A L3, FE=FmH 5 1416 17TV D B EOERN
THHET-HAHES  (“vapours such as the dead breathe / In charnel pits”) @ X 9 725 KD Z & TH 5,
ORIk TIET TENGEE D) (“Tam choked”) REEICH 5727 U —F =L, 540
TORAEEN OSSO H 5, £72. XT M) —F =D ) “the jellied blood” @ “jellied” & Z =
T The FeiZjgadl] ERLE, Lo ob, B0E 5 1623 1TICH 5, HiREEbE5
KEL TCOULbLLBEDY ONTL DD, /L2ZLKT, Brl L, @iENTHEDOXLI> R DN, /
FLORT P HIZ--- 1 (“There creeps / A clinging, black, contaminating mist / About me....”) <25 = —
%%w&ﬁammu;:@%nkm%®¢mﬁﬁofwé$%ﬁﬁxﬁ®mjHmwmnwmmmmy
father’s blood, / Circling thro’ these contaminated veins”) 72 & DRELA A AUIL, “the jellied blood” (%,
HERZZ T TN O DR THDL LEZOLNDINLTHD, T LTEOMMRES [HTHT LiE
Fr72 WAL TN D | (“Runs freely thro’ my veins” <A Z U v ZITERFIZLDH>) OTHY | Z 21T,
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N7 U —F = BRIZ K 2 ER OB DRI E N TOLSBRFREDbNE 5, DLLEOMRO
iz, “tojelly” (2% “to congeal” DEMH & V| “the jellied blood” % [ (RUMIZ) #H Y DWNTUN7z I
CIADZELAEETH D,

DRI e

1.

Take time by the forelock. (TFREDRTPEZAHD—4FHZ KT 72)) LWV I RBZEE X TV D, H)
O THF) X, BIZEZR—F (alock) HH7ZIFT, EVITT o0 R/ BN, FiclkzfFoE
A (Old Father Time) (NS TEBE S NTZ, TNWARRECBEED T A 57201
. BT BREH T RCHZIZEERTNT 260 E S TE L, A/ — /1% “Take
occasion by the hair.” TFRR WM ETELWEOEZEZHD | LW I RELAM->T DERT 0134572 &
EoTVNHDIFTh D,
EEDOZLTHD, ILERTF = FEEEFMHEZRENICTHANDL L5 Uaiodic, BB
T EIZEALTWD,

T DHENLRBROENE] L1, bHEAHART N —=F =D LTHD,
JR3ZIE “wheel” Th 5, HHEDO—>T [JHH] ©Z &, OED I, break on the wheel &> 9 FHi
% 5|V T, to bind a criminal to a wheel, or a similar frame, and break his limbs, or beat him to death D&
L LTW% (breakv. 7b)
JF3CIE engines Th D, HBHEIZEL LTS, v 7~ OFE T, KR therack (BRH) @
Z L 72& LTV %, rack: an instrument of torture formerly in use, consisting (usually) of a frame having a
roller at each end; the victim was fastened to these by the wrists and ankles, and had the joints of his limbs
stretched by their rotation. (OED, sb. 1)
BRI, HEFICBWTIIE RO L RS TEY . LB ERTH -0 T, AR
Thond BITiE, TESPRGZ 222112 LT < OFREDNLINGITE E -7,
ZZTRT MY —F = “spinning-wheel” L F > TWDHDIE, #F _HFE 3 180 [THIZHD T
H ] (“wheel”) OZ L2t Ebns,
THELEATDRT, BOT~NaF LI Z & TANERAOKANEIZ L TIBZRLORNLZ L D,
See Genesis IV 1-8. BRI, X7 O [Hi#] (The Divine Comedy) @ THUFKE | (‘Inferno’) (2
FRBZRE LI N2 NS 22 T DB OIS H D . ZOEBIT, RO (Lve Lk
BL) LA DHITHRAT, AT (Caina) L FETI, HERORK FEICALET D, The
Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri, trans. Henry F. Cary (New York: Thomas Y. Cromwell, 1897) pp. 66,
170. ¥£7=. The Comedy of Dante Alighieri, Hell, trans. Dorothy L. Sayers (Harmondsworth: Penguin
Books, 1978) p.103 (Z(%, Caina D7 & LT, “Caina, so called after Cain; the first ring of the lowest

circle in Hell, where lie those who were treacherous to their own kindred.” & & %,



