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Abstract ©

With a view to explicating the characteristics of elderly persons lving in a state of
self-neglect, the author conducted a paperbased gquestionnaive survey of regionsl inte-
grated support centers nationwide (4,038 locations). Using the 845 cases studies out-
lined in the responses, the suthor then conducted comparstive analvses of those
persons living alone against those not lving alone. Multivariate analysis indicated that
characteristics of the group living alone were: of [Male] sex, [J] and [A] with regard to
independence of lifestyle, living in [Shared housing], receiving either [Pension & wel-
fare benefits] or [Welfare benefits], economically [On a tight budget/ittle money to
sparel, often [Suffering from mental disorders], and with [Understanding/some under-
standingl of the consequences of their behavior. At the time of initial intervention, in
addition to extremely unhygienic domestic circumstances such as [Occurrence of ver-
min such as mice and cockroaches] and [Food or trash left lying around], occurrences
such as [Trouble with nearby residents] and [Abandoned money or bank passbooks)
clearly indicated the necessily for support. The author suggests that the future devel
opment of assessment indicators and specialized knowledge is imperative for legal

frameworks and systematic responses to enable interventions.

21



